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Working with officers and staff, specialist investigators and researchers to support forces to improve

investigative capabilities
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The College of Policing is developing new guidelines based on evidence from research and the

experiences of officers and staff at all stages of an investigation.

We want to hear from police officers, staff and volunteers who are first responders, to ensure the

guidelines are based on the most up-to-date and relevant evidence.

Our investigation guidelines practice evidence survey is aimed at first responders who conduct

initial investigations or are involved in the follow-up investigation process. By sharing your

experience you will contribute to building the evidence base for policing and help ensure the

guidelines support forces in the most effective way possible.

The scope of the guidelines sets out the focus and approach to development of the guidelines. The

scope was subject to consultation with stakeholders, practitioners and the public, and was agreed

upon by an independently chaired committee.

This work will further support forces to improve investigative practice. The final guidelines can be

used alongside resources on disclosure, learning on digital intelligence and investigation,

guidelines on taking initial accounts from victims and witnesses and guidelines for effective

supervision.

Email us to find out ways to become involved in developing these guidelines and shaping the

national guidance: investigation.guidelines@college.pnn.police.uk

Consultation closed
Thank you to all those who provided feedback.
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Related resources

Effective investigations – scope of practice guidelines (pdf) 244.61 KB
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